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Welcome to The Link
Richard Wright

Dear readers,

The Link has been online for years now in parallel to the print
copies, but this is the first  edition which has not been issued in printed
form. At this time of national emergency The Link online offers us all the
opportunity to stay in touch and support each other for however long the
crisis lasts.

There is no letter from the Minister in this edition of  The Link as  Sue is
sending one to everyone every week at the moment.

We would like to include prayers, articles, poems, stories, reflections and
anecdotes from Church members. Do send me yours!

It  will  also  be  a  chance  to  share  concerns,  give  advice/tips  on  coping
strategies, and share with others how you are managing to keep in touch
using electronic methods or over the phone, and by setting goals for each
day.

We could also link people together, for example somebody who isn’t sure
how to order food on the Internet with somebody who can support them
with this, or how to video call a friend or relative.

Do keep in touch.

Thank you

The Jones family thank everyone for their beautiful cards, kind
words,  seed  and  tree  planting  following  Emily’s death  last

month.

Cynthia Gregory wishes to thank everyone for their kind support, mes-
sages  and cards  following  Don’s death.  A total  of  £630 was  given  for
Countess Mountbatten and Parkinson U.K.

We are sad to announce the death of Mavis Kirby. Please remember
her and her family and friends in prayer.
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Hints and tips

Keep your brain active with Crisscross and Codeword, which are avail-
able in the supermarkets or online. I like variety so do jigsaw puzzles and
Sudoku as well – Denise Gordon.

Make a  comprehensive written list of jobs to do around the house and
garden, and try to do one or two each day. Include all those things you
planned to get around to sometime. Tick them off when done.

Phone a different friend each day (as well as family) to keep in touch (go
through your phone contact list).

Men’s Fellowship
Don Turpitt (8026 7128)

Our speaker for March was Chris Jordon who is the local
funeral  director  for  a  long  established  nationwide  funeral

services company. His talk was to give us a general outline of steps to take
when faced with being responsible for making funeral arrangements.

There is a requirement to have two independent medical practitioners to
produce a Medical Certificate of Cause of Death, with one’s own GP nor-
mally getting involved. Once in hand an appointment can be made with the
Registrar located in the district in which the death occurred. He/she then is-
sues a Death Certificate being an authorised copy of the register entry. As
many copies as are needed can be purchased at this time. A green form is
also issued to enable the funeral to proceed.

If the attending doctors are not certain of the cause of death the case will be
referred to the Coroner who will open an inquest. The family will be ad-
vised of a post mortem and when the reason for death has been finally es-
tablished,  the green form giving ‘authorisation to proceed’ is given by the
Registrar  to  the  family,  which  is  then  given  to  the  undertaker  of  their
choice.

A free legal advice service is provided by our speaker’s employers and if
the death occurs in hospital there is a bereavement team to assist. The re-
cruitment process for Undertakers and their employees is very stringent.
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This was the last of our Speakers Meetings for this session. The proposed
visit to Draper Tools on Wednesday 8th April has been cancelled and also
our Church Evening Service on Sunday 3rd May. Snooker on Monday and
Wednesday mornings has been cancelled until further notice. We hope to
continue with our AGM on 14th October to discuss the future of Men’s
Fellowship by continuing with an abridged version.

Women’s Fellowship
Penny Criswick

28/2 We witnessed the return of the Beefeater today – complete with his
usual glorious attire and vocal chords which render the new microphone
system superfluous. Tony’s theme for the day was Bishops, Sex and Money
and the content of the talk certainly lived up to the title. Furthermore, as he
reminded us from time to time – every word was true! What was really as-
tonishing was the number of expressions in our every day language which
have their derivation in either the criminal underworld of medieval London
or the final trip to the gallows. Perhaps only Shakespeare or the Bible have
left an equal mark.

25/2 Kate and her support worker, Angela, visited us today to tell us about
the  work  of  Southampton  Sight.  Kate’s  cheerful,  outgoing  personality
totally eclipses the fact that she has been almost totally without sight all her
life. Who better to demonstrate that, given the right equipment and help,
this is no obstacle to building a set of skills which can enable one to lead a
useful, active and sociable life?

Kate and Angela brought with them a range of the equipment available to
help people with sight loss to manage their domestic lives independently
and safely in their own homes. She also told us about the social activities
her organisation provides for this community, as well as their outreach pro-
grammes to promote sightless awareness in Southampton junior schools.
Kate herself has an impressive grasp of the technological equipment which
helps her do her job and enthuses readily about how technology has trans-
formed her life.
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3/3 Sandra Timms is one of our local preachers who lives and worships at
Wellow. She was born in Manchester, was baptised in an Anglican church
and then as a child and teenager was very involved in the local Evangelical
church. She met her future husband at the Youth Club there. Sandra told us
of  her  Christian journey,  her  times of  doubt,  her special  experiences of
God's presence and her work within the church with Girls' and Boys' Bri-
gade and as a Sunday School teacher. She is also very involved in her local
community and is a keen fund-raiser for various charities. Sandra spoke of
her faith with sincerity, joy and enthusiasm.

10/3  Irene Bourne, who is the District President of  Methodist Women in
Britain was our speaker today and the main purpose of Irene’s talk was to
give us a fuller picture of the Fiji Partnership project which aims to build
resilience to flooding in Fiji. We learned how, despite their small carbon
footprint, these islanders find themselves increasingly on the receiving end
of extreme weather conditions and flooding as a result of climate change.

Irene had a wonderfully varied collection of slides to illustrate the daily
lives, homes and culture of the islanders, and could tell us much about their
traditions  of  boundless  hospitality  to  all  comers,  despite  their  small  re-
sources. 

Our President,  Barbara Hillier,  was instrumental  in the decision to help
these islanders and as  a result  of  our joint  efforts  with other  groups of
Methodist women, it is hoped that a really significant sum can be directed
towards making their lives safer, as well as preserving their homes and pos-
sessions when the inevitable tropical cyclones hit.

Message Board

The next edition of The Link will be for May. Send items by
Wednesday 22nd April.
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3Generate Manifesto
www.methodist.org.uk/3GenManifestos
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The Covid Winter
Katie Smith 17/03/2020

It started slowly,
Like the first leaves in autumn.

First one, then two, then three at once,
And then a flurry.

Suddenly all the plans I had made were gone.
The calendar stood bare,

Like a winter tree.
The people I loved – isolated.

The routine I knew – decimated.
The pattern of my life – changed, almost unrecognisable.

“I know the plans I have for you” says the Lord,
But I want my plans.

I want what I thought I would have,
The meetings, the people and the places.

Spring is in the air,
But it feels like winter.
An eerie, quiet winter,

A frightening, Narnian winter,
With no Christmas to brighten the days.

But a stopping, waiting,
Worrying, questioning winter:

When will this end?
Will the world be the same after?

Who will I be when it is over?

Then I remember
That despite appearances
Winter is not just waiting.

It is recharging,
Strengthening,

Preparing
For new life, and abundant growth.
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For the beauty of flowers
And the miracle of birth.

And I remember that in the darkness of Good Friday
The disciples despaired

Believing that the world as they knew it
Was over.

And it was.
But what came next was joy,

Transformation
A new life

A new mission.
The old and familiar was gone,
The new was infinitely better.

This “winter” feels hard
But I will give it to God
Trusting in His promise
Of hope and renewal.

Looking to Easter – whenever it comes
Believing that in God’s time, not my time

Life will be renewed.

From The Link archive
April 2015

 It makes you think

Your time is limited, so don’t waste it living someone else’s life. Don’t be
trapped by dogma — which is  living with the results  of  other  people’s
thinking. Don’t let the noise of others’ opinions drown out your own inner
voice. And most important, have the courage to follow your heart and intu-
ition.  They  somehow  already  know  what  you  truly  want  to  become.
Everything else is secondary. — Steve Jobs.

The two most important days in your life are the day you are born and the
day you find out why. — Mark Twain

There are no short cuts to any place worth going. — Beverly Sills

I have decided to stick with love. Hate is too great a burden to bear.
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Enchanted Realms of Nature – Vic Gold

As the seasons renew their vibrancy during the year, their beauty draws us 
deeper and deeper into the enchanted realms of the natural world – a world 
where our sensibilities are aroused to a new level of awareness, rich in our 
Lord’s creative blessings of tranquillity and grandeur, and where the 
splendour of the earth and skies are ablaze with rich sunsets and colourful 
rainbows.

It is also a time when mother earth accelerates the warming of the soil and 
excites our eyes with the freshness of golden buttercups, cowslips, blue-
bells and majestic banks of daffodils, where wild flowers lift their faces to 
the heaven of creation, and blackbirds sing their lullaby of song.

The rhythm of the seasons speaks eloquently in the silence of time, particu-
larly during the summer with its own language of floral beauty – its joy of 
pure creative indulgence, its vibrant colours and textures, and its showy 
clusters of blossoms, fragrances and unique foliage.

One cannot help but be enthralled by the plethora of attractive shrubs and 
trees in the summer sunshine, and the symphony of songbirds filling the air
with their sweet cascading notes. It is a season of fair weather days with a 
welcome warmth from the sun, and soft south winds that refresh us with a 
gentle breeze.

As the treasured richness of summer rotates into the glow of autumn, our 
taste buds awaken to the delectable fruits of harvest time, ripe in their suc-
culent juices with a craving often beyond our control.

Lord, we thank you for the bright things in life
that uplift our spirits each day with your pageant

of hope and love that never leaves us.
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Lockdown
Richard Hendrick (Brother Richard) in Ireland – 13th March

Yes there is fear.
Yes there is isolation.
Yes there is panic buying.
Yes there is sickness.
Yes there is even death.

But,
They say that in Wuhan after so many years of noise
You can hear the birds again.
They say that after just a few weeks of quiet
The sky is no longer thick with fumes
But blue and grey and clear.

They say that in the streets of Assisi
People are singing to each other
across the empty squares,
keeping their windows open
so that those who are alone
may hear the sounds of family around them.

They say that a hotel in the West of Ireland
Is offering free meals and delivery to the housebound.
Today a young woman I know
is busy spreading fliers with her number
through the neighbourhood
So that the elders may have someone to call on.

Today Churches, Synagogues, Mosques and Temples
are preparing to welcome
and shelter the homeless, the sick, the weary
All over the world people are slowing down and reflecting
All over the world people are looking at their neighbours in a new way
All over the world people are waking up to a new reality

To how big we really are.
To how little control we really have.
To what really matters.
To Love.

10



So we pray and we remember that
Yes there is fear.
But there does not have to be hate.
Yes there is isolation.
But there does not have to be loneliness.

Yes there is panic buying.
But there does not have to be meanness.
Yes there is sickness.
But there does not have to be disease of the soul
Yes there is even death.
But there can always be a rebirth of love.

Wake to the choices you make as to how to live now.
Today, breathe.
Listen, behind the factory noises of your panic
The birds are singing again
The sky is clearing,
Spring is coming,

And we are always encompassed by Love.
Open the windows of your soul
And though you may not be able
to touch across the empty square,
Sing.
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Contributions to The Link

Thank you to everyone who contributes to The Link each month, reflecting
the life and work of this Church and community.

The deadline for the May edition is
Wednesday 22nd April

Send to: Richard Wright (023 8026 7099) richardwright@outlook.com

Please note that by putting information into  The Link or the  Church
notice sheet, contributors give automatic consent to this being in the
public domain. Any information from a third party must have their
consent before it can be published. To ensure that this has been given,
you must inform the GDPR Champion before this information is sub-
mitted.

The Link is currently only available online (with the weekly notice sheet)
on the Church’s website – see the address at the foot of this page.

Rev Sue Keegan von Allmen (8026 8803) Superintendent Minister
(day off – normally Friday)

Deacon Rona Eastman (8060 2121) Minister
(day off – Friday or Saturday)

Susan Gulliver (8025 4916) Pastoral Assistant
Jane Padley (8026 6180) Pastoral Assistant
Marilyn Pack (8026 0128) Secretary (01794 512 022)
John Andrews (07809 616 775) Youth Worker
Shaun Fletcher (07979 504 714) Property Manager
Keith Cole Caretaker

(Song words printed under CCL 30794)

For news around our Circuit, visit the website:

www.wermethodistcircuit.org.uk

www.chandlersfordmethodistchurch.org.uk
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